
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; James P. “Sean” Viars; James 

Lloyd; Peggy Hash; Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:       Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor                           

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Amy McBride, Frank Akers, Callie 

Hunsucker, Moriah Rowe     
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the June 22, 2021, meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of five (5) for: Jonas, Viars, Duncan, Hash, Lloyd; zero (0) against. 

  

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Mayor Litz stated that everyone is welcome to attend council meetings and can speak during 

citizen’s time.  He asked that all statements and questions be made during citizen’s time only.  

Mayor Litz asked citizens not to interrupt during the meetings to please write down any 

questions and present them to the Town Manager to answer at a later time. 

 

Callie Hunsucker was present to address Council about the proposed Backyard Chicken 

ordinance.   Mrs. Hunsucker stated that she understands that there were many questions and 
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concerns regarding backyard chickens at the public hearing.  She stated that she would like to 

address the questions.  Mrs. Hunsucker stated that she researched each concern, and she provided 

Council with a handout with the references listed.  The first concern was the size of coop.  

Mrs.Hunsucker stated that the size of the chicken coop is suggested to be three feet per chicken, 

and a run is suggested to be ten feet per chicken.  The next concern was odors.  Mrs. Hunsucker 

stated that according to her research chickens do not have an odor.  She stated that the chicken’s 

feces have the potential to smell which is also true of feces from dogs, cats, or any other animal 

that leaves waste in the yard.  She added that an average egg laying chicken will produce 

approximately forty pounds of waste per year, and an average dog will produce an average of 

two-hundred seventy-four pounds of waste per year.  Mrs. Hunsucker stated that the next 

concern was the increase of wild animals being drawn in by the chickens.  She stated that this is 

false.   Rural Retreat is in a rural area.  A rural area is defined by Merriam-Webster dictionary as:  

of or relating to the country, country people or life, or agriculture.  Mrs. Hunsucker stated that 

predators will not be able to get to the chickens if kept in a coop, therefore they will not be 

continually drawn to the area.  The next concern was noise.  Mrs. Hunsucker reported that 

according to her research a chicken’s level of noise is measured in decibels and the level for 

chickens is sixty to seventy decibels.  A dog’s level of noise is sixty to one hundred-ten decibels.  

Mrs. Hunsucker stated that chickens graze and eats their weight in food scraps and bugs.  The 

average per hen is eighty-four pounds of food scraps not going into landfills.  The last concern 

addressed by Mrs. Hunsucker was the impact on property values.  She stated that she contacted 

Sherry Brooks, Appraiser with Cassell Real Estate Services in Independence.  Ms. Brooks stated 

that chicken coops will not have a negative or positive effect on property values.  Mayor Litz 

stated that this information needs to be presented to Planning Commission.  Mayor Litz thanked 

Mrs. Hunsucker for her time and invited her to attend the next Planning Commission meeting 

and present her research to the commissioners.  Town Manager Childers stated that the next 

meeting of the Planning Commission will be August 9, 2021, at 7:00p.m.  Councilmember Viars 

stated that the last Planning Commission was not held because there were members absent. 

 

Mrs. Hunsucker stated that she works for Carrington Place at Rural Retreat, and it has been sold 

to a New York company.  The new name of the nursing home is The Rural Retreat Care Center.   

 

Frank Akers with the Depot Foundation stated that Sunday was open house at the Depot, and 

there were seven people in attendance.  The Depot will be open on the second and fourth Sunday 

of each month for tours.  Councilmember Hash stated Donnie Buck with the Depot told an 

individual that when an item is donated to the Depot paperwork is signed and the item is placed 

on display for thirty days, and after the thirty days the item can be sold with the proceeds going 

to the Depot.  Mr. Akers stated that this is absolutely not the case.  He added that there are items 

displayed in the museum that are on loan, items that are on permanent loan, and items that have 

been donated.  Town Manager Childers stated that it sounds like the items that are sold at the 

auction.  Mr. Akers stated that he will ask Mr. Buck and clarify. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from Town of Wytheville’s department of museums on 

behalf of the Wythe County JAM program as a thank you for the $2,000 donation.   

 

Town Manager Childers asked Council to read a sample resolution that was brought in the town 

office by Linda Meyers.  The correspondence is regarding the Virginia Department of 

Education’s model policies for the treatment of transgender students in Virginia Public Schools.  
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Ms. Meyers asked the town to act on the resolution.  Councilmember Duncan asked if the item 

can be added to old business and discussed later.  Mayor Litz stated the Town of Rural Retreat 

has no leverage with the Wythe County School Board. Councilmember Viars stated that the 

resolution was brought forward to the Wythe County Board of Supervisors and no action was 

taken.  Councilmember Lloyd stated to keep in mind that no action is action.   

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he has several complaints of off-road vehicles on the streets in 

town especially on Sherwood Avenue.  Councilmember Viars stated that he had the same 

complaint.  Councilmember Jonas stated he saw a UTV towing a truck on Main Street near 

Harpo’s Hardware.  Chief Breedlove stated that he took care of the one on Sherwood last night. 

He added that he warned them if caught on the road again he would have the golf cart towed.   

Chief Breedlove stated that farmers are on the roads in off road vehicles and others see them and 

think they can ride on the streets as well.  Councilmember Viars stated that most of the time 

farmers are not on golf carts.  The golf carts are out at dusk with no lights and can easily be hit.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that he has two State Police Troopers and two Wythe County Deputies to 

work with him at Heritage Days.   

 

Councilmember Viars asked Chief Breedlove where the speed sign is located.  Chief Breedlove 

stated it is charging and he will most likely place it on Main Street when fully charged. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – This report is included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Treasurer Patton reported that the contracts and deposits have 

been sent in.  She added that she has been in contact with the tour manager with Jefferson 

Starship and all the details are worked out with them.   Mayor Litz asked if they are satisfied 

with the length of time allotted for set up and sound check.  Treasurer Patton stated that Juke 

Box Rehab stated that they will need an hour.  She stated that she forwarded them the contact 

information for the group that is providing sound.   

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove stated that the property owner is still working 

on her property.  

 

DR. PEPPER DAY – Councilmember Lloyd stated that he left Troy Harris of the Dr. Pepper 

Corporation a message requesting Dr. Pepper syrup for snow cones.  Town Manager Childers 

asked Councilmember Lloyd to mention the Dr. Pepper stage is being expanded and ask if Dr. 

Pepper Corporation would be willing to contribute to the project.  Councilmember Viars asked if 

Dr. Pepper Corporation would be willing to set up at Heritage Days.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

  

None 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES - Councilmember Duncan reported that Captain Leann Mitchell and 

Board member Roger Mitchell are no longer members of the Rescue Squad.  He added that Sally 

Bass will take a leave of absence from her current job to focus on the reorganization of the 

Rescue Squad.  The only board member that was not present at the meeting last night was Alan 

West.  He added that at this time he is unsure if Mr. West will stay on as a board member.  

Mayor Litz asked Councilmember Duncan how the meeting went overall.  Councilmember 

Duncan stated that Mr. Mitchell was disrespectful and downgraded the town council, board of 

supervisors, and everyone involved.  Mayor Litz stated that he appreciates the work 

Councilmember Duncan has done with the Rescue Squad.  Councilmember Duncan stated that 

going forward they will be working with Lead Mines Captain, Cody Jackson.  Mr. Jackson has 

agreed to assist Rural Retreat in restructuring.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue 

Squad had a $32,000 rollover from the budget that can be used for expenses.  Councilmember 

Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad will be selling concessions at Heritage Days.  Mayor Litz 

stated that the organization has the potential to be a great organization again. 

 

Councilmember Viars asked if anyone addressed a question Nan Harlow had about billing.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that he does not think Leann Mitchell answered the email to Mrs. 

Harlow.  He stated that the Rescue Squad needs to be run like a business and issues taken care of 

timely.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Mrs. Harlow and the issue has been 

resolved. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton explained that the town can write off 

delinquent personal property accounts after five years and the amount of the 2015 tax year is 

$2,213.99. Treasurer Patton explained that the town can send delinquent water and sewer 

accounts to set off debt that are not over five years old.  She stated that the 2016-2017 fiscal year 

accounts that are delinquent are $3,934.88 and can be written off as a bad debt.  She added that 

some of the customers are deceased and not collectible.   A motion was made by Councilmember 

Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Hash to write off the delinquent personal property tax 

accounts in the amount of $2,213.99 and delinquent 2015 water and sewer accounts in the 

amount of $3,934.88.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; Zero (0) against. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

Planning Commission did not meet last night, and the backyard chicken ordinance will be 

addressed at the August meeting. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the court case between DH Griffith and the Town of Rural 

Retreat will take place sometime in August. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with County Administrator, 

Stephen Bear.  The County has some proposals for the interconnect plus the turnover for their 

water.  Their next meeting is next Tuesday at 9:30. Town Manager Childers stated that he will be 

out of town and unable to attend that meeting.  Town Manager Childers stated that he would like 

the Public Utilities Committee to meet with the County the last week in July in the evening so 

more members can attend.   
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I spoke with Town Attorney Crewe, and he said that the Town can pursue the building on 

the newly purchased from N&S railroad.  A letter will be sent to the individual(s) 

involved in the estate.  They also stated they will be sending out recommendations for the 

Ordinance the Town will need to adopt for the change in the election dates. 

Mayor Litz asked if the members of Council with terms expiring 6-30-21 will need to be 

sworn in to extend their term to the new expiration of 12-31-21.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that he will investigate the issue. 

- I have spoken to the County and the RRVES about the out of service Ford Explorer that 

was gifted to the squad.  Roger Hedrick said they do not have a need for the vehicle.  The 

Town could most definitely use this for our water metering reading activities.  This 

equipment is very fragile and is being transported from vehicle to town hall every month.  

I would like to ask the County for this vehicle.  The Explorer would be put on the Town’s 

insurance policy and the County would like reimbursement for the brakes and windshield 

they had repaired before delivering it to the RRVES. 

Councilmember Lloyd made a motion and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to move the 

Ford Explorer from the Rescue Squad to the town’s fleet.  There being no further discussion 

the motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) 

against. 

- Mike Jones and myself met with a representative from Klockner Pentaplast about 

rerouting the 10-inch water main on their property.  I believe that everything will go as 

planned from our initial conversation.  Brown Construction and subcontractor Little B are 

on site and will to do the work for the Town.  The time constraints dealing with 

Klockner’s extension the work will begin as soon as the materials are on hand. 

- I spoke with Dennis Amos of Hurt and Proffitt about relocating the Framer’s Market 

Building.  As it stands now, the Farmer’s Market is planned to go over the drainage pipes 

on the project site.  After the Town purchased the additional land Mike Jones, Myself, 

and Hurt and Proffitt agreed it would make sense to be relocated the building a very small 

amount so the drainage will not run under the building, and the pipe can run in a straight 

line instead of having bend in it.  This will improve the drainage and save money by not 

having to construct bends in the pipe. 

Councilmember Viars asked if the downtown project site can be marked so Councilmembers can 

see the site.  Town Manager Childers stated that he has spoken with Bradley Tate regarding 

marking the site. 

- I did receive an order from DEQ pertaining to the number of samples that were missed 

because of the change in the Town’s sewer plant permit.  The Town will have to pay a 

civil charge of $8,845 for the violations.  The Abingdon office said that they did not want 
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a charge of any kind, but the Richmond central office said they could not waive the civil 

charge.  It could have been $30,000 or more. 

Mayor Litz asked if the automatic samplers were installed.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

they were installed the week following the citation.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) stated that the civil charges are used to give back 

to communities.  The funding will be used by localities through grant awards to upgrade the 

sewer systems.  Town Manager Childers explained that the town received a new permit which 

stated that samples were to be made everyday instead of just once a week.  He added that Mike 

Whalen, Wastewater Operator realized that the town was in violation by not submitting samples 

every day and the town self -reported the violation.  

Councilmember Duncan asked if there is a time limit for the house trailer on Chinquapin to be 

torn down and hauled off.  Town Manager Childers stated that it appears that the property owner 

is in the process of cleaning up the property. 

Councilmember Viars asked if VDOT will be in town to sweep the streets for Heritage Days.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the streets will be swept next week prior to the Heritage Days 

Festival. 

Town Manager Childers reported that the stage expansion will be complete for Heritage Days 

and flood lights are being installed to light up the area after the event is over.  Councilmember 

Viars asked about lighting in the back of the area.  He stated that even during the show it is dark 

in the back towards Greever Street.  He added that it is dangerous to have people walking around 

with no light.   Town Manager Childers stated that the fire chief stated lighting will interfere with 

the landing zone.  If lights are installed around the walking track they would need to be on a 

switch so they can be turned off when the landing zone is needed.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Patton explained that an expense line item in the amount of $1,000 was left out of the 

fiscal 2021-22 budget for the 2008 Ford Repairs. She stated that a budget amendment should be 

made to move $1,000 from the undesignated line item in the general fund to vehicle repairs.   A 

motion was made by Lloyd and second by Jonas to amend the budget and move $1,000 from 

undesignated in the general fund to 2008 vehicle repairs in the general fund.  The motion passed 

by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

The invoices for July 13, 2021, were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


